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INTRODUCTION 

  

 Computer-mediated communication (CMC), as mentioned by 

Jones (1995), is a technology, medium, and engine of social relations. 

However, it is rarely studied as a communicative performance of humor. 

 For this study, the researchers approach humor as both faculty and 

means to amuse, entertain, and create laughter among people (Ruch, 

2007). Baym (1995) emphasized that “so much of... [humor] is 

responsive... it could mean that humor is an important way in which 

[CMC] participants connect to one another and create [their] group’s 

social environment (p. _).” Humor taps the testing or violation of rules in 

communicating, and of boundaries which separate offense and social 

acceptability (Fernandez, 2004, p. _). 

 9Gag, from initial observations, can be taken as a subject to 

explore discourses on and discussion of issues while it performs, 

mainstreams, and offers humor. 

 9Gag is one famous online entertainment and humor website that 

combines the salient features of an image hosting site, a blog community, 

and a social networking site. Here, creators can upload and compile their 

texts and/or graphics which possess humor content; while readers can 

comment on and repost these to websites such as Facebook and Tumblr. 

Among others, race and gender-related assumptions are working materials 

used for creating humor. 

 With that, the researchers seek to answer:  

 How do 9gag content creators, posts, and readers engage in 

discussions on selected racial and gender topics? 

            The researchers focus on three components of 9Gag: the content 

creators, the posts with gender and race-related issues, and the readers. 

The specific research objectives are:  
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1. To explore how 9gag content creators' personal intentions, 

production resources and practices, and own post evaluations 

shape their participation in 9Gag and adoption of selected gender 

and race-related issues in their posts; 

2. To characterize how posts utilize post elements and humor 

mechanisms in highlighting selected gender and race-related 

issues; and how attributes of the 9Gag environment create 

situations for selected genders and races to be targets of humor; 

3. To examine how readers respond to and interact with posts, 

especially the latter’s integration of humor in highlighting 

assumptions on selected genders and races; and 

4. To discuss implications of 9Gag’s characteristic engagement in 

discussions of gender and race-related issues. 

  

REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE 

  

 Humor enlivens communication by breaking the ice, filling 

awkward silences, and smoothing the way of requests (Norrick, 1993). 

Beyond amusing people, humor in communication exchanges can 

facilitate retention of information (Ruch, 2007; Tambyn, 2003). 

 Existing texts incorporate humor into their forms and contents - 

from cartoons and comics, radio and television scripts, to light verses and 

jokes in poems, lyrics, commentaries, and novels (Carf, 1954; Carlinsk, 

1982; Hughes, 1996; Richler, 1983; and Shalit, 1987). 

 Even when extended to Computer-Mediated Communication 

(CMC), humor continues to rely on the social standards, understanding, 

practices and issues (Baym, 1995); this way, it generates both unique and 

group-shaped identities. Humor can be used to clarify and delineate 

similarities and differences between certain concepts (Fernandez, 2004), 

and as applied to this study, between groups such as genders and races. 
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 When humor tackles problematic issues, the laughter it generates 

can be used as defense mechanism to ward off despair (Philippine Free 

Press, 1986), distance oneself from and forget misery, however painful the 

experience is, (Ancheta, 2000), and present serious and humorous 

perspectives of situations (Andres, 1985). 

 Because any humorous exchange is an interaction ritual (Collins, 

2004; Goffman, 1967; and Kuipers, 2006), its process and outcome 

depend on the messages’ construction, medium, and audiences (Catanescu 

& Tom, 2001). 

 In order to work, necessary elements to a humorous message can 

involve several working materials. Among others they may include 

human-centric vocabularies; human-related scenarios driven by humans’ 

frustrations and awkward behaviors; and human weaknesses like 

ignorance, stupidity, and proneness to trouble (Mihalcea & Pulman, 2007). 

Ritchie (2004) suggested studying the relationship between the 

construction of humor in jokes and the language devices used. 

 Humorous narratives require a conflict between what was expected 

and what actually occurred; a conflict caused by an ambiguity at some 

level of language; and a punch line (Ross, 1998). 

 In terms of devices and techniques, humor may be facilitated by 

what Mihalcea and Pulman (2007) called the “one-liner,” a witty sentence 

with an interesting delivery. Techniques may be combined effectively, 

such as the use of exaggeration, ridicule, coincidence, repetition, or 

misunderstanding (Berger, 1976 & 1993) right on cue. 

 Laughter is the main indication that humor devices fulfilled their 

roles and led to communicative success, according to Coser (1959) and 

Provine (2000). Thus, humor becomes a strong symbolic boundary which 

sets rules on who laughs, knows when to laugh, and at what or whom 

(Lamont & Fournier, 1992). 
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 From the aforementioned point in the previous paragraph, humor’s 

discursive quality becomes strongly apparent. It can place people, things, 

or situations as targets of laughter. The laughter may be based on 

highlighted differences as Fernandez (2004) mentioned. But in the case of 

the issues in politics, religion, workaday vexations, daily ironies, and 

stereotypes present in a text such as Pugad Baboy, laughter may be rooted 

in, and emerge out of, middle-class awareness (Ancheta, 2000). 

 Racist as well as sexist humor can be seen as “put-down” jokes 

that refer to the imposition of superiority over the attacked group (Prado 

cited in Vela-McConnell, 2010). Vela-McConnell (2010) emphasized the 

difference between racist humor and humor about race; the latter may be 

considered humorous while the former may be not regarded in the same 

way. In addition, humor is culture-bound; a funny topic for a certain 

culture may not be funny, and rather offensive, for other cultures. 

 Philips (1984) agreed in his study on racist humor that people 

consider jokes about race as humorous. Also, people found self-

deprecating jokes, those that were directed towards their own social group, 

to be funny (Prado, n.d., as cited in Vela-McConnell, 2010). Self-

deprecating humor was tolerable because it “represents the member of the 

targeted group reclaiming his or her power from the members of the 

privileged group” (Vela-McConnell, 2010, p. 7). However, in-group bias 

also occurs as people, especially women, tend to see jokes targeted to the 

opposite gender funnier and more typical than jokes about them (Abrams 

& Bipuus, 2011). Moreover, sexual humor received greater appreciation 

when jokes portrayed females as the brunt of the joke (Brodzinsky, 

Barnet, & Aiello, 1981) and when the receivers of the joke hold more 

traditional views of women’s roles (Moore, Griffiths, & Payne, 1987). 

 In a study regarding racial posts online, Laudone (2010) discussed 

on how the popular social networking site Facebook served as an avenue 

to promote a new kind of environment – a “post-racial space” (p.1). 
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 Prado emphasized that “put-down” jokes may be regarded as 

derogatory and negative as well (n.d., cited in Vela-McConnell, 2010). 

Transgressive humor largely depends on the construction of a joke, or 

even age (Sienkiewicz & Marx, 2009). And if supposedly racist humors 

are to be understood, they must be situated with the big picture of 

discursive formations (Sienkiewicz & Marx, 2009). 

  

FRAMEWORK 

  

 The researchers analyze the three components of 9GAG – the 

content creators, the posts, and the readers – with the use of the Social 

Cognitive Theory, Auteur Theory, and the General Theory of Verbal 

Humor, and synthesizing all three with the use of the Coordinated 

Management of Meaning Theory through a critical discourse analysis. 

 For the content creators, the Social Cognitive Theory is used to 

illustrate the different factors affecting one’s act of posting his or her own 

created post. It stresses the importance of cognition in how the people 

create reality and carry out their behaviors through the construction of 

their posts. In addition, the Auteur Theory approaches the content creators 

in three premises: technique, personal style, and interior meaning. 

  For the posts, the researchers use the General Theory of Verbal 

Humor to deconstruct the different dimensions of the 9GAG posts that 

reflect gender and racial implications. The dimensions used for analysis, 

which are called Knowledge Resources, are language, situation, narrative 

strategy – includes character and visual form - script opposition, logical 

mechanism – refers to how humor is established – and target. 
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 For the reader, Social Cognitive Theory is used again to take into 

account how personal, environmental and behavioral dimensions of 

readers shape their experience and perception of the website. Recognizing 

that people are self-organizing, proactive, self-reflecting, self-regulating 

and not merely reactive organisms that have been shaped by 

environmental factors, Bandura argued that humans circle through a broad 

network of ‘sociocultural influences’. 

 Synthesizing all three components, the researchers use the 

Coordinated Management of Meaning theory which looks into 

communicative interactions from a participant’s point of view rather that 

of an outside observer, allowing for a more in depth understanding of the 

entire communication process (Wheeler, 1998). Three processes are 

involved in this framework: coherence, coordination, and mystery.  In this 

case, it looks into how the content creators, the posts, and the audience 

interact with each other and how this process establishes humor in the 

context of 9Gag. 

  

METHODOLOGY 

  

 The researchers used three qualitative methods: focus interview, 

textual analysis and focus group discussion. The informants of the focus 

interviews and focus group discussions were currently enrolled 

undergraduate students of the University of the Philippines Diliman, and 

the texts used for the textual analysis were all from the website 9Gag.com. 

  For focus interviews, the researchers purposively interviewed six 

9Gag content creators of gender and race-related 9Gag posts. The focus 

interview was about the creators’ resources, intentions and practices in 

making 9Gag posts. 
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 For the textual analysis, a total of 140 9Gag gender and race-

related posts from February 14, 2012 to February 28, 2012 were 

purposefully obtained. Because 9Gag lacks an organized archive of its 

posts, the selection was done every other day at 9 o’clock in the evening. 

Researchers took note of the exact URL of the topmost post which 

appeared on the site at 9PM; and scrolled down the posts until 10 gender-

related and 10 race-related posts were acquired. The criteria for selecting 

the 9Gag posts on gender were as follows: it must mention gender; tackle 

and target at least one gender role; emphasize difference/s of men and 

women; and assert gender roles. Meanwhile, for 9Gag posts on race, the 

criteria were as follows: it must mention a race or nationality; tackle and 

target at least one race or nationality; emphasize difference/s of race/s; and 

mock characteristics such as physical appearance or other expression of 

cultures. 

  For focus group discussions, the researchers conducted four FGDs 

among purposively chosen UP Diliman direct 9Gag readers: two for a 

group of both males and females with six informants each, one just for a 

group of males with six informants, and another one just for a group of 

females with six informants. The focus group discussions were conducted 

to know how the readers perceive 9Gag.com and its posts. 

  

FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION 

	

 9Gag became a hit website in the contemporary times because of 

its wide range of relateable witty posts where a general audience could 

have fun according to both 9Gag content creator and 9Gag reader 

informants. Technically speaking, 9Gag reader informants said that 9Gag 

is a self-conscious, free-participating open community for everyone, 

where the people can tackle different issues and discuss worldwide topics. 

 Describing 9Gag based on its features, the informants said that its 

interface is user-friendly, allowing easier reading for everyone since the 
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bottomless scrolling and the random post viewer require less time for them 

to browse the website. They also said that the name “9Gag” itself is easy 

to remember. 

 Based on the conducted textual analysis, 9Gag is a 

very highly visual website, relying heavily 

on images to establish and reinforce 

humor. Two of the most used visual 

elements found in 9Gag are image macros 

and memes. Image macros are photos 

infused with texts (e.g. Philosoraptors, 

LOLcats).    Memes are doodles 

	 

 

 (e.g. Forever Alone, Derp, Derpina) or 

distinct caricatures of personalities (e.g. Yao 

Ming, Jackie Chan, Jeremy Lin). 

 

 

 

 Some of the memes have 

distinct catchphrases (e.g. Yao 

Ming meme and the tagline 

“Bitch Please”).  

  Yet, some informants said 

that memes could effectively 

establish humor if the reader is 

familiar with what each meme 

says or with what emotion 

each memes convey. Screen 

captures from films and TV 
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shows are also used to show humor.	 

 9Gag content creators said that 

they create posts by manipulating 

graphics, which are usually previously-

uploaded media texts like memes and 

pictures of celebrities, using Microsoft 

Paint, Adobe Photoshop and Meme 

Generator websites. The informants 

revealed that adding humorous texts on 

their posts would add a personalized 

touch on it. They said that the usual 

concepts they use in their posts are based 

on real-life experiences, humorous 

encounters, random realization or 

childhood embraces. 

 The comic strip is one of the 

formats of posts seen in 9Gag, where a 

post is divided into customized panels, 

and filled with various images to 

establish humor in the post (e.g. “It sucks 

to be a gentleman”) 

 

. In contrast to comic strips, plotted 

narratives, also called image macros, rely 

heavily on the images to tell the story. 

These image macros are widespread not 

just in 9Gag but in all over the Internet. 

The tabular, another form, is used when 

comparing different concepts (e.g. male 

and female representation of Derp and 

Derpina).  
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Juxtapositions used in Tabular forms is usually 

heavy on text. Other popular forms used in 9Gag 

are pie charts and graphs of outrageous statistic 

screen shots from social networking sites, films 

and TV shows and real life photos. This 

information are based from the researchers’ 

textual analysis and informants. 

  	 

 9Gag was also seen as a 

site that could very much 

influence people's view on the familiar. 

 With regard to the posts, the informants admitted 

that 9Gag has created slangs more frequently used in the 

9Gag community, where grammar and spelling is not 

very important as long as it could be 

understood. The language used in 9Gag has 

formed its own subculture. Examples of 

these types of languages are the 

distinguishable expressions (e.g. “Le,” 

“Dafuq,” “Like a boss”), American lingoes (e.g. “Man,” 

“Dude,” “Gotta”), celebrity lines, profanities, and other 

politically incorrect terms, online jargons, and wordplays and 

translations that alters definitions and meanings.  In some 

other posts, there is no use of language other than the title, 

giving the readers the gist of the post.  
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Another apparent quality of the 

language used in 9Gag posts is the 

structure of dialogues, which is usually 

informal, used in everyday 

conversations, grammatically 

problematic and overloaded with 

punctuation marks. Words enclosed in 

asterisks (**) refer to actions, places, 

time and other narrative elements (e.g.). Through 9Gag’s use of 

colloquial terms, it could be inferred that it focuses on everyday humor 

that the general public can relate to. An informant said that 9Gag offers 

posts and texts that are easier for the common people to understand. 

Though, another informant said that 

some 9Gag posts require research to 

be understood such as news articles 

spoofed and made into 9gag memes. 

A good example is the Russian 

election with a result of 140% total 

voters. (Example found below) 

 The informants shared that 

they even use the 9Gag language, particularly its terms, in their daily 

conversations, whether online or face to face. They admitted that 9Gag 

terms add up humor on common words and conversations, though they 

only consciously use it with people who are familiar with 9Gag terms. 

There were also some informants who resisted speaking 9Gag terms. An 

informant even labeled 9Gag’s language as a trash in terms of grammar 

and spelling. 

The informants said that they visit and/or use 9Gag because it could help 

them relieve stress, find entertainment and alleviate boredom. 9Gag reader 

informants said that they visit 9Gag to have fun and meet people with the 
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same mindset as theirs. The content creator informants’ main reason for 

posting is self expression. The informants said self expression motivates 

readers to become content creators. An informant said that he posts his 

works to be famous in 9Gag’s website. 

 Regarding fame, an informant revealed that one of his posts was 

aimed at Europeans and Americans since most 9Gag viewers are from 

those populations. Nevertheless, most of the informants said that their 

posts are either directed to their friends or no specific audience at all, but, 

despite of that, all of the content creator informants said that they had 

posted at least one gender or race-related topic. None of them claimed to 

have posted it as an offense for a specific race or gender. Another 

informant said that not all posts aimed at particular races are considered 

racist, explaining that such circumstances might be just a state of notion 

and not an offense. 

“Hindi siya racist joke, ang sabi dun, si Philosoraptor (meme), 

since late ang new year ng Chinese, baka late din ang doomsday 

nila sa 2012, so sabi ko, everyone to China.” – Male, uploader 

 An informant said “Balik tayo dun sa logo ng 9GAG or tag line 

nila – it’s just for fun (Let’s go back to the very tagline of 9GAG – it’s just 

for fun),” justifying that if ever there was an offending post, they would 

just usually ignore it.  An informant said that despite of the evident 

mockery in the website, the language used in it heightens the comedic 

form of those offensive posts, making stereotypes humorous. An 

informant said that the posts were only aiming to make fun of the joke 

itself and not the issue per se. It was only making fun of the absurdity of 

negative issues. 

 In relation to that, another informant posted a sex-

related topic, uploading a photo featuring “69GAG.COM,”  

 an erotic version of 9Gag.com because of the incorporation 

of the sexual position named “69”).  He used a male meme to 

represent the male’s inclination to sexual interaction. He 
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added, ““a meme is like a representation of yourself on the net,” telling 

that he was not generalizing men but, instead, just representing himself as 

a male with a male meme. 

Another informant said that his posts were generally directed to 

Caucasians, and another informant created posts intended for the Chinese 

9Gag users. Both of them believed that they will get famous with it. On 

the other hand, the rest of the informants said that their posts were just 

intended to cater their friends, or to no target audience at all. 

“kasi yung..Sa tingin ko napakadiverse nung audience ng 9gag. 

from kids to adults pati nagulat nga ako na ang daming nagpopost 

na females na umaabot sa hot page eh. So tingin ko, mas maganda 

kung mag-generalize nalang ako imbis na may target akong 

audience kasi hindi ko nga alam yung percentages nung yung 

demographics sa audience ng 9gag” – Male uploder 

 Despite of what the uploader informants said, the analysis of 9Gag 

posts concluded that there were gender-related and sex-related posts. 

These posts were observed to discriminated 

gender or race based on the stereotypes set by 

the society. Numerous posts were comparing 

men and women (e.g. Derp v. Derpina) with 

men as the stronger character and the women as 

the shallow and domestic character. With regard 

to race, Asians were the exceptionally 

intelligent race;  

 

African-Americans were associated with their 

ghetto lifestyle, and Americans as foolish 

people. 

 With the entire world as the audience in 

9Gag, with various cultures, stereotyping was a 

major way to produce humor. Aside from self-
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expression, some uploader informants said that they wanted to get famous, 

thus, using stereotyping to produce humorous posts and get feedbacks 

from the audience. If there will be more acknowledgements on a certain 

post that post will be shown first from the other posts with lesser 

acknowledgements 

 Majority of gender-related posts were on the non-offensive side in 

the spectrum of acceptance toward 9Gag posts on racial and gender 

sensitive issues, but, there were audience who were still get offended. One 

informant said that open-mindedness and sensitivity were factors on the 

opinions of the audience. Age-bracket of the audience was also a factor on 

audience perception, with younger people appreciating more the gag of the 

posts compared to the older audience who most likely will be offended. 

Therefore, audience opinions are highly subjective. Audience informants 

didn’t empathize with race-related posts because there were only a few 

post targeting Filipinos. They also see the portrayal of Asians in 9Gag not 

offending. 

“…tsaka yung humor niya, yung market yung age bracket natin, 

feeling ko pag pinakita mo yun sa matanda, maooffend yun. Pero 

dahil yung humor ng 9gag yun yung kiliti ng age bracket natin. 

Yung humor niya yun nga nahuli yung kiliti ng ganitong age, mas 

matimbang yun…”- Female audience 

Factors such as exaggeration, revenge to racism caused by other 

races (particularly Americans), and affinity to reality have contributed to 

why readers tended to see the funnier side of the posts rather than its 

supposed offensiveness. In general, the posts in 9Gag were believed to 

provide a multi-perspective view on certain topics. The informants 

believed that such race and gender-related posts were considered negative 

only when they go overboard in attacking or prejudicing genders, though 

informants believe that the mere creation of posts, in itself, proliferate 

stereotypes. 
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“Kasi parang kunwari kung yung mga racist comments di ka 

tinatamaan pero sa mga sexist comments ka tinatamaan. May mga 

ganoong tao. Depende naman talaga kung saan ka sensitive. As for 

me naman, wala naman akong nakikitang na ako yung 

tinatamaan” – Female audience 

Though the offensiveness of the posts did not entirely center on 

race and gender-related ones, informants identified topics that they found 

insulting and negative, namely those that are too serious, highly sensitive 

and overly controlling, those imparting negative ideas such as bullying 

(cyber bullying), and those that are derogatory to other people. 

While there are a multitude of responses regarding the 

offensiveness and negativity of posts in 9gag, some informants opted to 

see the nature of 9gag itself—an extension of new media created only for 

fun and should not be taken seriously—and used this as justification on the 

race and gender-related posts contained within the website. Others also 

tended to see the humorous side of these posts rather than its supposed 

offensiveness when exaggerations are present in the posts, when people 

wanted to somehow get back at the racism caused by other races 

(particularly Americans), and when people could relate the reality of the 

posts to that of their own. 

An informant said that it is the elders’ responsibility to guide the 

younger readers in reading and sharing 9Gag posts, particularly posts that 

are related to gender and race, because, according to another informant, 

they do not just use the comment feature in the posts in producing 

interaction in 9Gag, but, they also share the posts via Facebook and 

Tumblr. Sometimes, they also use 9Gag terms such as “like a boss” and 

“friend zoned” in their actual day to day conversation. They also mimic 

the meme’s face during photo shoots. Aside from that, they also talk about 

the facts or ideas presented in 9Gag posts, like the “140% voting rate in 

Russia,” 
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 and they even criticize it together with their friends. 

In general, the posts in 9gag were believed to provide a multi-

perspective view on certain topics. They are reflective of different 

realities, whether they are of the readers or the creators of the posts. As 

such, the presupposed offensiveness of the posts still depends on how the 

users perceive them to be. 

Interpretations and reactions are not 

expected to be the same, for 9gag is 

not only a site created just for fun; 

it is also a place where different 

cultures intersect to create a new 

one—one that is only understood 

by its users. 

 

SUMMARY 

  

 This study was done to determine the interplay between the 

creators, the posts and the readers of the 9gag website. The researchers 

conducted a 3 level method to satisfy the objectives of the study as well as 

to have a deeper analysis of the website. These include a textual analysis 

on the posts of the website, a focused group discussion with the readers or 

audiences who subscribe in 9gag, and lastly, a key informant interview 

with Filipino creators of posts. The use of a qualitative approach was 

deemed necessary in studying the phenomenon of 9gag.com 

It was found out that Filipino creators mainly used 9gag as another 

medium for self-expression. Their use of gender and race topics was in no 

means meant to insult people but rather poke fun on social constructs and 

or realities. Added to this is the nature of the website as purely for humor, 

having the tagline “just for fun.” Thus, the posts are created merely for the 

enjoyment of the readers and thus, should not be taken seriously. 
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 From the textual analysis done by the researchers, it was 

discovered that the main humor mechanism used for posts is stereotyping, 

followed by language and by graphics. But nonetheless, stereotyping was 

the most employed. This agrees with the findings earlier that the authors 

made use of stereotyping of gender and race to relate more to the users and 

eventually making their posts popular. On the other hand, from the 

focused group discussions moderated by the researchers, it was discovered 

that the range of acceptance towards gender and race sensitive posts is far 

reaching. There are those who find it simply amusing while others find it 

offensive. Majority of the participants said they weren’t offended with the 

posts as the website is purely for fun although there are still outliers who 

find some posts offensive.  

 Lastly, it was revealed that the environment of 9Gag as a website 

purely for fun played an essential role with the interplay of the three 

elements, the creators, the posts and the readers. As a computer mediated 

communication that is globally available, posts are constructed in such a 

way that It can cater to a cornucopia of people. 

 

CONCLUSION 

 

 The purpose of this study was to determine how 9GAG content 

creators, posts, and readers engage in discussions on selected racial and 

gender topics through conducting focus interviews, textual analysis, and 

focus group discussions on selected content creators, selected 9GAG 

posts, and selected 9GAG audience respectively. 

One recurring theme in the interviews conducted was that the 

informants or the content creators were actually unaware that their posts 

could be qualified as sexist or racist in nature.  They kept on saying that 

they did not mean to offend any race or sex with their posts. Going back to 

the over-all theme of the website, it is just, after all, for fun. Applying 

Auteur theory, the content creator in 9GAG was considered as the 
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technician, the stylist and the author of its products which are the 9gag 

posts. Hence, their personal styles, interior meanings, and techniques will 

greatly reflect the posts he/she will make but the audience may not 

interpret its meaning the way the content creator intended it to be. Hence, 

the real meaning behind a 9GAG post will still depend on its creator. 

Having deconstructed and analyzed 100 posts related to gender 

issues, and another hundred related to race-related topics, it was concluded 

that posts relied heavily on stereotypes set by society. Numerous posts 

were comparing men and women in almost all aspects of life. Men were 

presented as the dominant characters while women were deemed 

submissive and more skilled at home. With regards to race, stereotyping 

was still heavily employed. Asians were generalized as an exceptionally 

intelligent race, African-Americans related to the ghetto lifestyle and 

Americans as foolish people. 

Though there were a multitude of responses clinging to the 

offensiveness and negativity of posts in 9gag, most participants opted to 

adhere to the nature of 9gag itself, an extension of new media that is not 

serious and is only for fun. Factors such as exaggeration, revenge to 

racism caused by other races, and similarity to reality have contributed to 

why most of the audience interviewed preferred to look at the funnier side 

of the posts rather than its supposed offensiveness. It was also noticeable 

that the age-bracket of the audience interviewed had influenced how they 

perceived the posts, with the younger generation appreciating the “gag” in 

the posts as compared to the older who mostly gets offended. 

 

RECOMMENDATION AND IMPLICATION 

 

 This study could help future researchers with online humor as a 

topic by providing information on how humor works in 9Gag, particularly 

on gender and race related posts. Also, for future researchers who will 
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pursue studying 9Gag or other humorous sites, this study could serve as a 

baseline. 

 Also, parents, guardians and teachers could use this study in 

helping them and their children criticize posts related to stereotyping and 

discrimination, and understand the consequences of sharing gender and 

race-related posts that are perceived to be negative or violating. 

For future studies relating to media texts, the researchers 

recommend that the methodology used in this study be conducted one at a 

time and not simultaneously to serve as support from one data to another. 

Also, though 9gag seemed to be the most visited website to date, looking 

at different humorous websites could also provide greater understanding 

of online humor as a cross-study of these websites may explain whether or 

not behavior towards race and gender-related posts vary across these 

humorous sites. It would also be interesting to analyze other popular social 

issues such as power relations and politics to see whether discussions and 

reactions towards social issues differ from one another. 

An approach which includes large yet specified discursive contexts 

of humor shall be useful, especially as this study has validated that 9Gag 

content creators, posts, and readers depend on existing discourses to 

perform humor in online communication. A content analysis on 9Gag 

posts can measure and generalize the posts with regard to racism and 

sexism. A survey could also help identify the pulse of the people with 

regard to their perception on 9Gag and its posts. A survey measuring the 

motivation of 9Gag users to read a certain kind of post will be interesting. 

 

 


